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Version History

Version Description

1.0 Initial release
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Introduction

NewText is a small Windows-compatible utility application to create an empty text file in the
currently selected directory and then open it with a pre-defined editor.

System Requirements

e Windows 8 (or higher)

e All Windows applications “like” computer memory — a starting point for any Windows
machine should really be 16GB of memory. If this application starts running slower,
check your Windows Task Manager for applications that are leeching memory (and then
start closing them)

e This application runs comfortably within 10MB of disc space

e A decent color monitor capable of displaying 1024x768 (or higher resolution)

U.S. Government Use

U.S. government agencies, to include the Department of Defense, are NOT permitted to use this
application without written consent from the author. A per-seat usage fee will be assessed prior
to that written authorization being granted to the requester.

Why NewText?

Most file manager applications include the capability to create a new text file in the currently
selected folder. The author has five such applications installed on several PCs, and became
frustrated that none of them would (a) create a text file using a predefined name and then (b)
immediately open the new text file for editing. They also did not first check if the file already
existed in the destination folder (and then rename the new text file to a unique filename). There
may also be instances when the default application assigned to all .TXT files isn’t the editor that
was desired (e.g. Notepad is the default, but SlickEdit was preferred). The NewText utility
program was then created to address this shortcoming.

How It Works

The calling File Manager software application (e.g. Total Commander) must be configured to
pass the desired path to the NewText application. That path is checked to ensure it contains a
trailing slash — if one is not detected, one is appended to the directory name that was passed to
NewText. When the NewText.Exe file is started, the NewText.Ini file is opened and read; the
Filename and Editor values are retrieved. The predefined output file is checked for its existence
—if found, the computer’s date and time are retrieved and then appended to the predefined
filename to create a unique file. The file is then created in the directory — a line of text is
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automatically added to the new file to distinguish it from other text files that may be located
within the folder — the file is then opened with the predefined editor and the NewText
application is closed.

Configuration

NewText uses a .Ini file to define what two things: the default filename for the new text file and
the location/name of the file editor software application: The .Ini file construct is this:

[Main]

FileName=<filename here>

EditorName=<path + utility filename here>

A sample configuration would resemble:

[Main]

FileName=Info.txt

EditorName=C:\Program Files\SpeedProject\SpeedCommander 21\SpeedEdit.exe

If there is no NewText.Ini file located in the same folder as the NewText.exe file a dialog window
is displayed onscreen before the application terminates early:

Fatal Error

Application's Newtext.Ini file is missing. Terminating application

Note: the NewText installation file includes a preconfigured Newtext.ini file; within the
file there are several text editors defined that can be copied/pasted into the
EditorName section of the Newtext.ini file. The path locations for these text editors
were the default locations on the author’s system — your computer may be different if
you installed the same application elsewhere on your machine.

File Manager Integration

This application has been tested with three Windows file management applications
(FreeCommander, SpeedCommander, and Total Commander).

Double Commander

Enable the middle toolbar (Options->Layout->Screen Layout->Show middle toolbar).
Right click anywhere within the middle toolbar and select ‘Edit’ from the popup menu.
Click the button titled ‘Insert new button’. Populate the entry fields for Icon, Tooltip,
Command, Parameters, and Start Path as depicted in the below screen capture:
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Insert new button Clone butten Delete

Button type lcon: DMy Documents\NewTexd\ Mewtext.exe

ip: Edit New Text Fil
Separator Tooltip: Edit New -

Command: DMy Documents\NewText\ Newtext.exe

. =
Internal command  Parameters: %/1%0D

Start path: %Ds

© External command Hot key:F4  Edit hotkey Remove hotkey

Menu

Click the OK button to save the middle toolbar settings and display a FlatTrak button
onscreen.

You can select a different icon (e.g. a .ICO file) that you have stored on the hard drive if
desired; an icon is embedded within FlatTrak that is used in the above example. You
may change the Tooltip to something different — however, be aware that Double
Commander will also display that tooltip text to the right of the icon which will widen
the middle toolbar. The correct parameter that is passed from Double Commander to

FlatTrak is %D — do not enter anything different! You can optionally assign a Hotkey to
execute FlatTrak (if desired) in the Options screen by clicking the Edit Hotkey button.

FreeCommander

This is a 2-step process — after adding the NewText as a ‘Favorite Tool’, a button is
added to the ’'Action Toolbar’. Click ‘Tools’ from the main menu, then ‘Favorite Tools’,
then ‘Favorite Tools Edit’ (or press CTRL-SHIFT-Y). Add a new entry (blue-colored icon),
and then fill in the entry fields that are spotlighted below with red arrows (and then
click the OK button to add NewText as a Favorite Tool):
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W Define favorite toolbars

" Define favorite toolbars ;”Toolbar options ;“/General options |

+ == /
Mame: Category:

Toolbar Use in layouts
4 Favorite Tools |NEWTEXt hile ﬁ‘ <None> -
Program or folder:

|D:\M)r DocumentsiNewtext\Newtext.exe _ |

Start folder
+- = )[R df— )
\
[%] New TextFile [01) Parameter:
@ Dirfrak (07) [eaciDire: < — 2
o MergeTrak (02)
+ RenameTrak (03) |:| Delimiter character for selected items- space is default

@) CollapseDir (04)

3 Enclose each selected item with "
iﬁ_‘ Renamer Pro (DE)

|| Use format 8.3 for file names

lcon

File:

|D:\My Documentsi Newtext\ Mewtext.exe h

| Minimized | Maximized
| With "Run as Administrator" dialog

Separate for each selected item

Hotkey Show in
Favorite tool 01:  Ctrl+1 ~ & Menu
B Hotkey - global E Toolbar

Drag&drop one item for moving to another toolbar

o o« ] X cne

With the new Favorite Tool added for NewText, right click within unused space in the
Action Toolbar space and then select the popup menu option titled ‘Define Action
Toolbars’. Scroll down to the section titled “Favorite tools’, select the favorite tool
associated with the NewText favorite tool (in this example, Favorite Tool 01 is
associated), then click the left arrow to add it to the Action

toolbar:
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& Define action toolbars

" Toolbars |
+ Options
i Show captions
Toolbar Use in layouts @ ;
[] Address at the bottom e
[] File container | Use small font
4 splitter | Use big icons
[] Standard =
32 ;
[ Left border Button size
L] Right border Button spacing (0 = auto relocate)
Top button position
ltems Details T
- | Show basket icon
T Root
™ Go up i Command Description
e : h :
rl% Elav.ont-e toolf?‘l . Favorites set 09 Open Favorite 5et 9
: .aln S e s ' Favorites set 10 Open Favorite 5et 10
Q‘u‘lew S
Q‘u‘iew external ('I Favorite tools
].I.. Unpack... AR Favorite tool 01 Start Favorite Tool 1
£ Favorite tool 02 AR Favorite tool 02 Start Favorite Tool 2
Favorite tool 04 i Favorite tool 03 Start Favorite Tool 3
@Copy item name te clip.. et Faverite tool 04 Start Favorite Teol 4
Favorite tool 06 Favorite tool 05 Start Favorite Tool 5
Favorite tool 07 Favorite tool 06 Start Favorite Tool 6
Favorite tool 07 Start Favorite Teal 7
Start Favorite Tool 1 o T
©Q  Aopy X Conce

Move the newly added tool up/down to its desired location within the Action toolbar,
then click the OK button to save the Action toolbar. A new button is now added within
the Action toolbar for the NewText favorite tool:

Root

i)

Mew Text File

Flat View

Software by Daughtry | Complexity Made Simple

Page 8



SpeedCommander

This is a 2-part process (add NewText as a User Tool, and then adding it to the toolbar). From
the main menu, select Extras, then User Tools, then Configure (or press CTRL+SHIFT+W, K:

Extras Help

q E‘_ Settings... Ctrl+Shift+E, E

| A Font.. Ctrl+Shift+E, 5

| @iz Fileypes..  Ctrl=Shift-E, V

1,1
[i=) Private Mode  Ctrl+ Shift+E, P
1 board)
| Archive 3
[ e > |eo][Partial][Files] 12
i User Tools [ m Ditak £7
' T | .
Internet Favorites p s CollapseDir
i Start Menu p | g MergeTrak (Merge Directory Tree)
§ Desktop » @ RenamerPro
1 @ RenameTrak =]
| Eé Save Settings Shift+Fg
i : =
i g Backup/Restore Settings Il Ctrl+Shift+W, K

When the Configure User Tools window appears, click the New button; a popup window
appears — type in ‘NewText’ as the tool’s name and then click OK:
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Configure User Tools X

e |

Mew...
DirTrak
CollapseDir
Subi
MergeTrak (Merge Directory Tree) Soiinlin
RenamerPro R
RenameTrak nename
Duplicate
New User Tool i Deet
Separator
User friendly description:
NewText]
Application: o
Startin: F
Parameters: ]
Mode: Mormal File names in 8.3 format
Execution level (elevated fsamefreduced)
OK. Cancel Apply

Drag the new entry to the bottom of the list and then “fill in the blanks” for the settings:

Configure User Tools

< =

MNew...
CirTrak
CollapseDhir
Submenu. ..
MergeTrak (Merge Directory Treeg) =
RenamerPra m
FenameTrak nename
MewText
m— Duplicate
Delete
Separator

Application: D:'\My Documents Mewtext\Newtext, exe u
Start in: S(ActDir) x| »
Parameters: S{ActDir) 3
Mode: Mormal R " | File names in 8.3 format

B Execution level (elevated/zame reduced)

cancel ] (_sovi

Select the NewText.Exe file within the folder that you installed it into; enter $(ActDir) for both
the Start In and Parameters entry fields. Click OK to save the settings. A new menu item appears
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for the NewText application within the User Tools menu:

| Extras Help
{ E Settings... Ctrl+Shift+E, E

Eﬁ' Customize.. Ctrl+Shift+E, A [Song Clips [Youtube Video] »

A Font.. Ctrl+Shift+E, §

ﬁg File Types..  Ctrl+Shift+E, V
|

5 Brivate Mode ~ Ctrl+Shift+E, P

Archi e
S 4 eater, Louisville, K.

; Macros »

l TE

Internet Favorites p | % CollapseDir
Start Menu » ¢'|l' MergeTrak (Merge Directery Tree)
| Desktop » ﬁ RenamerPro
1 : ) B RenameTrak =
B Backup/Restore Settings —-l
" T Bl Configure.. Cirl+Shift+W, K

Right click the toolbar and select the popup menu item ‘Customize’, which displays a popup
window:

Toolbars Commands  Keyboard Advanced  Add-Ins
Categories: Commands:
Edit Fex | -
Folder % CollapseDir
Disk
<5 (@ Dirfrak
View .
Extras ¢.|l' MergeTrak (Merge Directory Tree)
Help i
Obsolete @J MNewText
Sort ==
Layouts ﬁ RenamerPro
Folder Favarites
[ Renametiok
System Folders
Macros
Add-Ins
All Commands
Built4n Menus
Mew Menu
To add a command to a toolbar: select a category and drag the command out of this dialog
box to a toalbar.
Close
b <

Click the ‘Commands’ tab, then select ‘User Tools’. Left click the entry titled ‘NewText’ and drag
it into the toolbar to its desired location within the toolbar, then click the Close button; a new
toolbar button appears:

oS (5 ] e 8 BN @

| Copy Move  Delete View  Quick View MewText Edit  Extract.. MergeTrak CollapseDir RenamerPro DirTrak Properties ~
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Total Commander

Add a new button to the Vertical Button Bar. Within the Command entry field, enter the
path to the NewText.exe file. For the Parameters entry field enter "%P". Leave the Start
Path entry field blank. The NewText.exe contains a .ICO file that can be used (or you can
manually assign a .ICO file to use instead). Enter your preferred Tooltip text within the
Tooltip entry field. Click OK to save the settings:

<DIR= 11/23/24 15:12 & .

<DIR= 10/22/24 10:03 [l Newtext

<DIR> 10/09/24 14:49 CINewtext

Ll LK
<DIR=> 09/30/24 06:11 |f9¢| 8 Newtext

<DIR= 11/03/24 13:32

& Newtext
Change single button

Command: "DAMy Documents\Newtext\Newtext.exe" £ Change > >
Parameters: "%P” | Run minimized

| Run maximized
Start path:
lcon file: D:\My Documents\Newtext\Mewtext.exe o
Icon: 0 -=.ico

OK
Cancel

Tooltip: Create Mew Text File Help

Technical Information

This application requires less than 5MB of disc space for its files:
e NewText.exe — application file
e NewText.Ini — configuration file (editable with Notepad or a text editor)
e WBDXB64Il.dIl — runtime file

Support/Donatlon

Send us an email (scott@sdaughtry.com) that fully describes the problem(s) you’re

experiencing and we will get back to you as soon as possible. It is prudent for you to
fully back up this application’s folder (in full) as a precautionary pre-troubleshooting
step.

2. This application is distributed as DONORWARE — no features have been removed or
crippled from this application. This application’s dedicated web page located on our
company web site (http://www.sdaughtry.com) has a link to donate to continued
updates of this application and/or fund the creation of other utility applications.
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